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1
POWERTRAIN DELTA CURRENT
ESTIMATION METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of application
Ser. No. 13/179,747, filed Jul. 11, 2011, the disclosure of
which is incorporated in its entirety by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to techniques for estimating elec-
tric current demands of powertrain related electrical loads.

BACKGROUND

A micro-hybrid vehicle may automatically stop its inter-
nal combustion engine for a period of time when particular
conditions are met. Automatic engine stops may improve
fuel economy by reducing the amount of time the engine is
idling while the vehicle is at standstill or coasting to a stop.

SUMMARY

A vehicle includes an engine, an electrical bus, a first set
of electrical components configured to demand current from
the electrical bus while the engine is on and demand no
current while the engine is off, a second set of electrical
components configured to demand current from the electri-
cal bus while the engine is off and demand no current while
the engine is on, and at least one controller. The controller
is programmed to selectively turn the engine off in response
to an expected change in current demand on the bus that
would (i) result from turning the engine off and (ii) cause
total current demand to be less than a predetermined thresh-
old. The expected change may be based on a difference
between a sum of a present current demand from each
component of the first set and a sum of an expected current
demand from each component of the second set when the
engine is off. The current demanded by some of the electrical
components may be based on a voltage associated with the
bus. The current demanded by some of the electrical com-
ponents may be based on a respective operational speed
associated with the electrical components. The current
demanded by some of the electrical components may be
based on a temperature associated with the electrical com-
ponents. The temperature may be a coolant temperature.

A vehicle includes an engine, a plurality of electrical
loads, and at least one controller. The controller is pro-
grammed to, while the engine is on, estimate an expected
change in current demanded from the electrical loads that
would result from turning the engine off based on an
operating condition of the electrical loads and selectively
turn the engine off based on the expected change. The
operating condition may be a voltage associated with at least
one of the electrical loads. The operating condition may be
a speed associated with at least one of the electrical loads.
The operating condition may be a temperature associated
with at least one of the electrical loads. The operating
condition may be an operating status of the electrical loads
that changes between engine on and engine off. The elec-
trical loads may include a fan, a fuel injector, an ignition
coil, a purge valve, an air conditioning clutch, or an electric
pump.

A method for controlling an engine includes, by at least
one controller, predicting a change in current demand from
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engine on to engine off based on a difference between
current demanded by components that will reduce current
demand when the engine is turned off and current demanded
by components that will increase current demand when the
engine is turned off, and commanding the engine off based
on the predicted change. The current demanded may be
based on a voltage associated with at least one of the
components. The current demanded may be based on a
speed associated with at least one of the components. The
current demanded may be based on a temperature associated
with at least one of the components. The current demanded
may be calculated using predetermined data tables indexed
by an operating voltage, a speed, or a temperature.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a micro-hybrid vehicle.

FIG. 2 is a plot of engine status versus time before, during
and after an engine stop/start event.

FIG. 3 is a plot of actual and estimated system currents
associated with the plot of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart of an algorithm for determining
whether to inhibit an auto stop of an engine.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram demonstrating some example
loads associated with a powertrain.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present disclosure are described
herein. It is to be understood, however, that the disclosed
embodiments are merely examples and other embodiments
can take various and alternative forms. The figures are not
necessarily to scale; some features could be exaggerated or
minimized to show details of particular components. There-
fore, specific structural and functional details disclosed
herein are not to be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a
representative basis for teaching one skilled in the art to
variously employ the present invention. As those of ordinary
skill in the art will understand, various features illustrated
and described with reference to any one of the figures can be
combined with features illustrated in one or more other
figures to produce embodiments that are not explicitly
illustrated or described. The combinations of features illus-
trated provide representative embodiments for typical appli-
cations. Various combinations and modifications of the
features consistent with the teachings of this disclosure,
however, could be desired for particular applications or
implementations.

Referring to FIG. 1, a micro-hybrid vehicle 10 may
include an engine 12, an alternator or integrated starter
generator 14, a battery 16 (e.g., a 12 V battery), electrical
loads 18 (e.g., pumps of a climate control system, a power
steering assist system, etc.) in communication with/under
the control of one or more controllers 20 (as indicated by
dashed line). The engine 12 is mechanically connected with
the alternator or integrated starter generator 14 (as indicated
by heavy line) such that the engine 12 may drive the
alternator or integrated starter generator 14 to generate
electric current. The alternator or integrated starter generator
14 and battery 16 are electrically connected with each other
and the electrical loads 18 (as indicated by thin line). Hence,
the alternator or integrated starter generator 14 may charge
the battery 16; the electrical loads 18 may consume electric
current provided by the alternator or integrated starter gen-
erator 14 and/or battery 16.

The controllers 20 may initiate an auto stop or auto start
of the engine 12. As the vehicle 10 comes to a stop, for
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example, the controllers 20 may issue a command to begin
the process to stop the engine 12, thus preventing the
alternator or integrated starter generator 14 from providing
electric current to the electrical loads 18. The battery 16 may
provide electric current to the electrical loads 18 while the
engine 12 is stopped. As a brake pedal (not shown) is
disengaged (and/or an accelerator pedal (not shown) is
engaged) after an engine auto stop, the controllers 20 may
issue a command to begin the process to start the engine 12,
thus enabling the alternator or integrated starter generator 14
to provide electric current to the electrical loads 18.

Referring to FIG. 2, an engine auto stop event may
include several stages: “auto-stop begin,” which marks the
beginning of the engine auto stop event; “preparing for
engine auto-stop,” which is the time period during which
vehicle systems as well as the engine are prepared for the
impending engine stop (if an auto stop inhibit condition is
detected during this stage, the preparation for the impending
engine stop is discontinued and the vehicle systems and
engine are returned to their normal operating modes); “fuel
shutoff,” which marks the point at which fuel flow to the
engine is stopped; “engine stopping,” which is the time
period during which the engine speed reduces to 0; “below
fuel restart,” which marks the point after which if a restart
is requested during the “engine stopping™ stage, the starter
may need to be engaged to crank the engine (if a restart is
requested before “below fuel restart” and during the “engine
stopping” stage, the engine may be restarted by turning the
flow of fuel back on); “engine speed=0,” which marks the
point at which the engine speed is near or equal to 0; “engine
auto-stopped,” which is the time period during which the
engine is off; “starter engage,” which marks the point at
which the starter starts to crank the engine in an effort to start
the engine (in response to detecting an engine auto start
condition); “starter cranking engine,” which is the time
period during which the engine is unable to crank under its
own power; “starter disengage,” which marks the point at
which the engine is able to crank under its own power;
“engine speed increasing,” which is the time period during
which the speed of the engine increases to its running speed
(a speed at or above target idle speed); and, “auto-start end,”
which marks the point at which the speed of the engine
achieves its running speed.

Referring again to FIG. 1, the electrical loads 18 may be
operative while the engine 12 is off during an engine
stop/start event. For example, pumps associated with a
climate control system may be on during this time period.
Hence, the battery 16 may need to provide current to support
these loads. The current demands of the electrical loads 18
during an engine stop/start event, however, may exceed the
recommended capabilities of the battery 16. That is, voltage
of'the battery 16 may fall below a recommended limit while
supporting the electrical loads 18 during an engine stop/start
event. To prevent this situation from occurring, the control-
lers 20 may determine the current demands of the electrical
loads 18 and compare them with a predetermined threshold.
For example, values of current provided by the alternator or
integrated starter generator 14 and battery 16 may be
summed to determine the total current demand of the
electrical loads 18. If the total current demand exceeds the
predetermined threshold, the controllers 20 may inhibit any
attempt to auto stop the engine 12. The predetermined
threshold may be determined by testing, simulation, etc. and
selected so as to preclude the voltage of the battery 16 from
falling below a desired level.

The current demands of certain of the electrical loads 18
may depend on whether the engine 12 is on or off. For
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example, the current demands of an engine cooling fan or
fuel pump may decrease to 0 while the engine 12 is off
during an engine stop/start event. Likewise, the current
demands of pumps associated with a climate control system
may decrease while the engine 12 is off during an engine
stop/start event. Current demands of other subsystems, how-
ever, may increase while the engine 12 is off during an
engine stop/start event. Hence, the net value of the current
demands of the electrical loads 18 may either decrease or
increase once the engine 12 has been auto stopped.

Inhibiting engine auto stops based on actual values of
current provided by the alternator or integrated starter gen-
erator 14 and battery 16 prior to an engine stop/start event
may result in fewer engine auto stops and less than optimal
fuel economy because current demands of the electrical
loads 18 may decrease once the engine 12 has been auto
stopped. Hence, estimates of change in current usage of the
electrical loads 18 during an engine stop/start event may be
used in making the decision as to whether to inhibit an
engine auto stop. That is, change in current demands of the
electrical loads 18 that result from stopping the engine 12
may be quantified by testing, simulation, etc. and made
available to the controllers 20 so that the decision as to
whether to inhibit an auto stop of the engine 12 may be based
on an estimate of the current demands of the electrical loads
18 while the engine 12 is off.

Referring to FIG. 3, the actual system current and esti-
mated system current may be determined continually/peri-
odically prior to an engine auto stop. For example, the actual
or net system current (as indicated by thick line) may be
determined by summing values of current provided by the
alternator or integrated starter generator 14 and battery 16.
The estimated system current (as indicated by thin line) may
be calculated by subtracting (or adding) the expected reduc-
tion (or increase) in current demands that accompany an
engine auto stop from the actual system current. The
expected reduction (or increase) in current demands that
accompany an engine auto stop information may be stored
in memory and accessed as needed, or detected by current
sensors for example. The estimated system current may then
be compared with a threshold current (as indicated by
dashed line). If the estimated system current is greater than
the threshold current, any attempt to initiate an engine auto
stop may be inhibited (the engine will be prevented from
auto stopping). If the estimated system current is less than
the threshold current, any attempt to initiate an engine auto
stop may not be inhibited (the engine may be allowed to auto
stop). For example, an inhibit engine auto stop flag may be
set according to the aforementioned comparison. Such a flag
may be set to zero when the estimated system current is less
than the current threshold, and may be set to one when the
estimated system current is greater than the current thresh-
old. This flag may then be checked as part of the standard
routine for determining whether to initiate an engine auto
stop.

In other examples, the estimated system current may need
to be less than the threshold current for some predetermined
time period (e.g., 3 seconds) before any attempt to initiate an
engine auto stop is allowed. Likewise, the estimated system
current may need to be greater than the threshold current for
some predetermined time period before any attempt to
initiate an engine auto stop is inhibited. Such strategies may
be used to minimize the impact transient changes in current
have on the decision as to whether to inhibit engine auto
stops. Other scenarios are also contemplated.

Assuming the estimated system current is less than the
threshold current, determination of the estimated system
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current may be suspended once an engine auto stop has been
initiated. The system current may experience transient
events as various vehicle subsystems prepare for engine
shutdown. These transient events may interfere with the
accuracy of any estimated system current determination.
The value of the estimated system current determined just
prior to the initiation of an engine shut down may thus be
held until engine speed equals zero.

Once engine speed equals zero, the actual system current
may be again continually/periodically determined. Electrical
loads operative during the engine auto stop, in the example
of FIG. 3, are controlled such that their current demands
match those estimated prior to the initiation of the engine
auto stop. That is, an engine cooling fan estimated to
experience a 0.3 A reduction in operating current during an
engine auto stop will be controlled so that it does experience
a 0.3 A reduction in operating current during the engine auto
stop, etc. This control scheme may continue until an engine
auto start condition is detected (e.g., a driver steps on an
accelerator pedal, the actual system current increases above
the threshold current for some predetermined period of time,
etc.) Actual system current may then increase as a starter is
used to crank the engine. In certain examples such as the
example of FIG. 3, determination of the actual system
current is suspended while the starter is cranking the engine
because of the amount of current required by the starter.
Once the engine is operating under its own power, determi-
nations of the actual and estimated currents may resume as
described above.

Referring to FIG. 4, an actual current may be determined
at operation 22. For example, the controllers 20 may read
information about battery current and alternator or inte-
grated starter generator current available from a controller
area network. Values associated with this information may
be summed to calculate an actual current. At operation 24,
an estimated current may be determined. The controllers 20,
for example, may read information about reductions (or
increases) in current expected to be experienced by any
climate, steering and/or powertrain system, etc. during an
engine shutdown and subtract this from (or add this to) the
actual current to calculate an estimated current. At operation
26, it is determined whether the estimated current is greater
than the threshold current. The controllers 20, for example,
may compare the estimated current with the threshold cur-
rent. If yes (an auto stop inhibit condition), an engine auto
stop may be inhibited at operation 28. For example, the
controllers 20 may prevent attempts to auto stop the engine
12. If no (an auto stop allow condition), an engine auto stop
may be allowed at operation 30. For example, the controllers
20 may permit attempts to auto stop the engine 12.

The controller 20 may determine if conditions are appro-
priate for stopping the engine. One technique of preventing
excessive engine start/stop cycling may be to predict the
amount of current required when the engine is off. This
prediction may be made before the engine is actually
stopped. If the predicted current required when the engine is
off is too high, the engine stop may be inhibited. If the
predicted current is below a threshold, the engine may be
stopped. The controllers 20 may require that each compo-
nent or subsystem report an expected change in current
required when the engine 12 is stopped. In this manner, a
coordinating controller could sum all of the predicted cur-
rent draws to determine a total current draw. The controller
may then use this predicted current to decide if the engine
should be stopped

FIG. 5 shows an example diagram of a powertrain system
comprised of typical powertrain-related electrical loads.
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Note that other combinations of electrical loads are possible
and the following description is not limited to those shown.
A powertrain or other subsystem may be comprised of many
components that require electric current. One or more pow-
ertrain controllers 54 may be required to manage and control
the powertrain electrical loads. The powertrain electrical
loads may include any devices requiring electrical current
that are controlled by the powertrain controllers 54. The
powertrain electrical loads may be those devices that are
used for operating the engine and transmission. The pow-
ertrain electrical loads may also include those devices that
are connected to the powertrain or devices that are operated
in response to the operation of the powertrain.

Some powertrain electrical loads may always be activated
when the engine is running A fuel pump 56 may be activated
to provide fuel to the injectors 60 from the fuel tank 58. The
fuel pump 56 may be activated electrically by a signal from
the controller 54. Fuel injectors 60 may be activated to
distribute the fuel into the cylinders for combustion. Coils 62
may be activated provide energy to the spark plugs 64 for
igniting the air/fuel mixture in the cylinders.

Some powertrain electrical loads may or may not be
activated when the engine is running A cooling fan 66 may
be activated to provide airflow to reduce the temperature of
coolant flowing through a radiator 68. In addition to being
activated, an electrical load may be operated at different
operating levels. For example, the cooling fan may be
operated at different speeds depending on the conditions
present during operation. A fan operating at different speeds
may require a different level of current for each speed. A fan
speed sensor 92 may be present to allow the controller 54 to
measure the speed of the fan 66. An air conditioning clutch
70 may be activated to engage a compressor 72 for climate
control. A purge valve 74 may be activated to divert fuel
vapors from a canister 76 to an air intake 78.

Some powertrain electrical loads may be activated when
the engine is stopped. A traditional powertrain may have a
coolant pump that is mechanically driven by rotation of the
engine or transmission. When the engine is not rotating, a
mechanically driven coolant pump will no longer provide
coolant flow. An electric coolant pump 80 may be activated
to circulate coolant through the powertrain when the engine
is stopped. An electric oil pump 82 may be present to
circulate oil 82 through the engine. A transmission fluid
pump 84 may also be present to circulate fluid through the
transmission as required. Fluid pressure may be required to
be maintained in the engine stopped condition to ensure that
the transmission will be operational when the engine is
restarted.

Each electrical load described may be activated or deac-
tivated by the controller 54. Each device may be connected
to the controller 54 by means of a control signal 86. The
control signal 86 is represented as a dashed line in FIG. 5
and represents all the control signals 86 required in the
powertrain system. That is, the control signal 86 represents
multiple control signals. The control signal 86 may be
implemented as discrete or serial outputs. The control signal
86 line also represents feedback signals that are returned to
the controller 54 for control and monitoring purposes.

In addition, each electrical load may be connected to the
battery 16. The battery 16 may supply energy for operation
of'the electrical loads. An electrical power bus 94 connecting
the battery 16 to the electrical loads is depicted in FIG. 5.
The electrical power bus 94 may connect to each of the
electrical loads. In other embodiments, some electrical loads
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may receive power through a controller 54 allowing the load
to turn on and off based on operating conditions determined
by the controller 54.

During operation of the powertrain, the voltage of the
battery 16 may fluctuate depending on the operation of the
electrical loads. The voltage of the battery 16 may be
measured and monitored by the controller 54. During opera-
tion of the electrical loads, the loads may be activated to
demand current from the battery 16.

The components may have particular operating charac-
teristics. There may be several modes of operation. Some
components may always be on when the engine is running
and turned off when the engine is stopped. Examples of
these types of components may be fuel pumps, injectors, and
coils. Some components may sometimes be on when the
engine is running and turned off when the engine is stopped.
Examples of these types of components may be cooling fans,
A/C clutches, and purge valves. Some components may be
off when the engine is running and be turned on when the
engine is stopped. Examples of these types of components
may be pumps and valves that are required for the auto-stop
event.

A powertrain system may be required to communicate a
present current demand and a predicted current demand
from the battery 16 to another module or function. Alterna-
tively, the powertrain system may be required to report a
predicted change or delta in the current demand under
certain conditions. The powertrain system may report the
change in current demand between an engine running con-
dition and an engine off condition. This communication may
be over a network, such as a CAN bus, or may be through
internal memory within a controller.

To determine a change in the powertrain current demand
when the engine 12 is turned off, the current demand while
the engine 12 is running may need to be known. This may
be accomplished by calculating the current demand of
powertrain components when the engine 12 is running
Alternatively, the current demand of the components may be
measured using current sensors. The implementation of this
may take many forms. For components that are controlled as
on/off devices, the system may store a rated current demand
for each of the components during activation. For all com-
ponents that are required to be on when the engine 12 is
running, a table may be implemented that estimates the total
current demanded for all the components. In addition, since
the voltage of the battery 16 may fluctuate, the total current
demand may be a function of the battery 16 voltage.

An important factor in the current demand estimate may
be the battery 16 voltage. The battery 16 voltage is important
because the current demand may change as the battery 16
voltage fluctuates. Changes in the battery 16 voltage may
affect the maximum current demand and power demand. A
typical on/off type load may operate by applying the battery
16 voltage across a load. The current demand is a function
of the load impedance and the applied voltage. As the
voltage magnitude changes, the magnitude of the current
demand will change in response.

Other loads may have a more complex relationship
between voltage and current. For example, a motor driving
a fan may have a current demand that depends on the battery
voltage and the output speed of the motor. A similar rela-
tionship may exist for pumps and other motor driven loads.

Some components, such as motors or fans, may be
controlled to a current value between zero and a rated value,
independent of the system voltage. At the limits, the maxi-
mum current may depend on the system voltage. These
components may require knowledge of the presently
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requested current demand and the maximum possible cur-
rent demand based on the voltage. These components may or
may not be operating at the present time. For example, a fan
may be operated at different speeds while the vehicle is
operating depending on the operating conditions. The speed
of'the fan may be adjusted by controlling the current applied
to the fan. A fan or motor may have a rated speed at a given
current value. To estimate the change in current demand, it
may be necessary to know the system voltage and the speed
of motor/fan. The speed may be the actual speed or a
commanded speed. The speed may be measured via a speed
sensor or may be estimated.

Some components may operate as needed when the
engine is running A purge valve 74 is one type of component
that may be occasionally on when the engine is running The
change in current demand may be calculated based on the
on/off condition of the purge valve 74. The current demand
may be estimated by knowing the load impedance of the
purge valve 74. If the purge valve 74 is presently activated,
then current demand may be reduced when the engine is
stopped. If the purge valve 74 is presently deactivated, then
there may be no reduction in current demand when the
engine is stopped.

Another component that may operate as needed when the
engine is running is an air conditioning clutch (AC clutch)
70. The reduction in current demand due to this component
is a function of whether the AC clutch 70 is presently
engaged and demanding current. The load impedance of the
clutch 70 may be known and current demand can be esti-
mated based on the voltage and on/off state of the clutch 70.
When the AC clutch 70 is demanding current, the actual
reduction in current demand may be a function of the battery
16 voltage.

Some components may be required operate when the
engine is off. An example of such a component may be an
electric pump (80, 82, 84). These pumps may not be required
to be active when the engine is running, but may be required
when the engine is stopped. These loads may demand more
current in the engine off condition, that is, they may reduce
the predicted change in current demand.

The powertrain subsystem may need to provide an esti-
mate of the change in current demand expected when
transitioning to an engine stopped condition. This estimate
may be provided whenever the engine is running Preferably,
once the engine is stopped, the actual current demand would
closely match the predicted current demand. In some
embodiments, the controller may control the current demand
after engine stop to match the previously predicted demand
value.

A table may be constructed for each component in the
powertrain that demands electric current. The values in the
table may be a function of the operating conditions of the
components. Factors that may be taken into account may
include the system voltage, output speed of the component,
on/off status of the component, temperature of the compo-
nent, temperature of associated fluid or coolant and ambient
temperature. The table may provide an estimate of the
current demand for that component at the given operating
conditions. Components having similar characteristics may
be lumped into a common table that is the summation of the
individual current demand values under the same operating
conditions.

To ascertain the delta current demand between the engine
on and off states, the controller may index into the table
based on the current operating conditions of the component.
The table may provide an expected change in current
demand based on the future expected operating condition
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during an engine stopped condition. For example, a com-
ponent that is demanding current while the engine is running
but will be deactivated at engine stop will have a table value
that is an estimate of the present current demand of the
component. In this case, the present current demand will be
areduction in current demand. A component that is presently
not demanding electrical current and that will not be acti-
vated at engine stop may have a table value of zero as there
will be no delta current demand contribution from this
component. A component that is presently not demanding
electrical current and that will be activated at engine stop
may have an estimate of the expected current demand of the
component. In this case, the expected current demand will
be an increase in the current demand.

To reduce execution time, components with similar char-
acteristics may be grouped together by summing the esti-
mated current demands together in a table. For example, all
components that are on when the engine is running and
deactivated when the engine is off may be combined into a
single table.

An important feature may be that measured values of
current are not required. The current demands of each
component may be derived from test data. Requiring mea-
sured current values may increase cost and processing time
as current sensing hardware would be required for each
component. By characterizing the components, a reasonable
estimate of the delta current demand may be obtained.
However, if available, current measurements may be used
and may help to improve accuracy.

Alternatively, a model of a component or an equation may
be used to estimate the current demand values. Tables may
require less execution time, an important consideration for
automotive systems.

The predicted change in powertrain current demand
between engine running and engine stopped may be used in
the decision to allow or inhibit an auto-stop of the engine.

The processes, methods, or algorithms disclosed herein
can be deliverable to/implemented by a processing device,
controller, or computer, which can include any existing
programmable electronic control unit or dedicated electronic
control unit. Similarly, the processes, methods, or algorithms
can be stored as data and instructions executable by a
controller or computer in many forms including, but not
limited to, information permanently stored on non-writable
storage media such as ROM devices and information alter-
ably stored on writeable storage media such as floppy disks,
magnetic tapes, CDs, RAM devices, and other magnetic and
optical media. The processes, methods, or algorithms can
also be implemented in a software executable object. Alter-
natively, the processes, methods, or algorithms can be
embodied in whole or in part using suitable hardware
components, such as Application Specific Integrated Cir-
cuits (ASICs), Field-Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGAs),
state machines, controllers or other hardware components or
devices, or a combination of hardware, software and firm-
ware components.

While exemplary embodiments are described above, it is
not intended that these embodiments describe all possible
forms encompassed by the claims. The words used in the
specification are words of description rather than limitation,
and it is understood that various changes can be made
without departing from the spirit and scope of the disclosure.
As previously described, the features of various embodi-
ments can be combined to form further embodiments of the
invention that may not be explicitly described or illustrated.
While various embodiments could have been described as
providing advantages or being preferred over other embodi-
ments or prior art implementations with respect to one or
more desired characteristics, those of ordinary skill in the art
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recognize that one or more features or characteristics can be
compromised to achieve desired overall system attributes,
which depend on the specific application and implementa-
tion. These attributes may include, but are not limited to
cost, strength, durability, life cycle cost, marketability,
appearance, packaging, size, serviceability, weight, manu-
facturability, ease of assembly, etc. As such, embodiments
described as less desirable than other embodiments or prior
art implementations with respect to one or more character-
istics are not outside the scope of the disclosure and can be
desirable for particular applications.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle comprising:

an engine;

an electrical bus;

a first set of electrical components configured to demand
current from the electrical bus while the engine is on
and demand no current while the engine is off;

a second set of electrical components configured to
demand current from the electrical bus while the engine
is off and demand no current while the engine is on; and

at least one controller programmed to selectively turn the
engine off in response to an expected change in current
demand on the bus that would (i) result from turning the
engine off and (ii) cause total current demand to be less
than a predetermined threshold and, in response to the
engine being off, control current demands for the first
set and the second set to match the expected change that
resulted in turning the engine off.

2. The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the expected change is
based on a difference between a sum of a present current
demand from each component of the first set and a sum of
an expected current demand from each component of the
second set when the engine is off.

3. The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the current demanded
by some of the electrical components is based on a voltage
associated with the bus.

4. The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the current demanded
by some of the electrical components is based on respective
operational speed associated with the electrical components.

5. The vehicle of claim 1 wherein the current demanded
by some of the electrical components is based on a tem-
perature associated with the electrical components.

6. The vehicle of claim 5 wherein the temperature is a
coolant temperature.

7. A vehicle comprising;

an engine;

a plurality of electrical loads; and

at least one controller programmed to, while the engine is
on, estimate an expected change in current demanded
from the electrical loads that would result from turning
the engine off based on an operating condition of the
electrical loads and selectively turn the engine off based
on the expected change and, in response to the engine
being off, control current demands for the electrical
loads to match the expected change that resulted in
turning the engine off.

8. The vehicle of claim 7 wherein the operating condition
is a voltage associated with at least one of the electrical
loads.

9. The vehicle of claim 7 wherein the operating condition
is a speed associated with at least one of the electrical loads.

10. The vehicle of claim 7 wherein the operating condi-
tion is a temperature associated with at least one of the
electrical loads.

11. The vehicle of claim 7 wherein the operating condition
is an operating status of the electrical loads that changes
between engine on and engine off.
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12. The vehicle of claim 7 wherein the electrical loads
include a fan, a fuel injector, an ignition coil, a purge valve,
an air conditioning clutch, or an electric pump.

13. A method for controlling an engine comprising:

by at least one controller,

predicting a change in current demand from engine on
to engine off based on a difference between current
demanded by components that will reduce current
demand when the engine is turned off and current
demanded by components that will increase current
demand when the engine is turned off;

selectively commanding the engine off based on the
predicted change; and

controlling, in response to the engine being off, current
demands for the components to match the predicted
change that caused the engine turn off.

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the current
demanded is based on a voltage associated with at least one
of the components.

15. The method of claim 13 wherein the current
demanded is based on a speed associated with at least one of
the components.

16. The method of claim 13 wherein the current
demanded is based on a temperature associated with at least
one of the components.

17. The method of claim 13 wherein the current
demanded is calculated using predetermined data tables
indexed by an operating voltage, a speed, or a temperature.
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